Co nnec t i n g Co m m u n itie s an d L in k in g Land s cap e s
Aboriginal Engagement and Protecting
Cultural Values

Waterways and Wetlands

Regional NRM organisations maintain an active
and highly functional working relationship with
local Aboriginal groups to protect and restore
the cultural values of our unique landscape.
This helps to advance cultural, social and
environmental objectives and is also used
to support health and wellbeing outcomes,
provide employment and training opportunities
and encourage school attendance and
completion rates.

The regional delivery structure provides the
opportunity to deliver whole of landscape
planning and implementation to address
key factors needed to protect and care for
waterways and wetlands. This is balanced
with providing opportunities to manage
catchments through strong partnerships for
multiple uses. As our State becomes drier, it is
critical to ensure our waterways and particularly
our Ramsar wetlands are managed for their
long‑term protection.

Sustainable Agriculture and Biosecurity

Biodiversity

Our existing relationships with over 2500
landholders, provides future business partners
and collaborators with a strategic opportunity
to extend and implement sustainable
agriculture practices. We complement this by
actively collaborating with industry groups,
universities, state development agencies and
the Department of Primary Industries and
Regional Development. Our focus is on building
resilience and capacity building.

NRM WA members use long-term, landscapescale planning with communities and partners
to achieve positive biodiversity outcomes on
private and public land. Critical threats require
a strategic and coordinated response across
the state, targeting best placed investment
to tackle issues, including biosecurity and
diseases impacting on the biodiversity of
our State.  Particular focus is the South-West
Biodiversity Hotspot and the UNESCO World
Heritage Areas of Shark Bay, Ningaloo Coast
and Purnululu National Park.

2019 Federal Election
Commitment Requests

‘Enabling Prosperity’
ECONOMIC PROSPERITY
For generations, an abundance of natural resources in Western Australia has delivered prosperity to the
people of Western Australia, and Australia more broadly.
Western Australia’s natural resources extend well beyond oil, gas and minerals.
Western Australia has unique flora and fauna on a scale and diversity not seen anywhere else on earth, as
recognised by UNESCO. Biological diversity is central to economic prosperity in WA.
Western Australia’s unique soils support a diverse, vibrant and critically important farming and pastoral
community that contributes directly to the economic and social fabric of the State and the Nation.
On this basis, priority issues for NRM WA in 2019 are:
•
South-West biodiversity
•
Drought resilience
•
World heritage sites and biospheres
Since 2009, the NRM groups in WA have worked with local communities to identify and address
environmental issues that limit the environmental, economic and social prosperity of WA. A high priority
has been on biological diversity and ensuring an environment that supports farming and pastoralism. In so
doing, each of the NRM groups has helped enable regional prosperity.
In recent years, it has become clear that while local issues remain important, biological diversity and
ensuring an environment that supports farming and pastoralism, require immediate action on a larger scale.
Of greatest concern are biological diversity (impacting on farming and tourism) and drought resilience
(primarily impacting farming and pastoralism).
Addressing these larger scale issues has been found to directly impact community health, economic
activity and sustainable development today and well into the future.
A key strength of NRM WA in addressing these issues is its capacity to identify and implement simple
solutions to complex problems in a way that delivers tangible outcomes quickly and efficiently.
In so doing, NRM WA focuses on enabling prosperity for all Western Australians.
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South-West Biodiversity Hotspot,
World Heritage and Ramsar
$450 million over 5 years
Western Australia contains the South-West
Biodiversity Hotspot as well as the UNESCO World
Heritage Areas of Shark Bay, Ningaloo Coast and
Purnululu National Park (Bungle Bungles) and a
number of Wetlands of International Importance
(Ramsar listed wetlands). Combined, these
contain some of the most biodiverse land-based
environments on Earth containing thousands of
different plant and animal species that support
tourism, jobs and agricultural productivity in rural and
regional WA. Although just as important as the Great
Barrier Reef, they receive a fraction of funding.
Critical issues addressed would include:
• Increased number of rangers
• Implementing healthy river and waterways
initiatives
• Implementing biodiversity initiatives

tourism, jobs &
agricultural productivity

Drought resilience
$620 million over 5 years
Just as the Murray-Darling basin scheme was critical
to the sustainable development in eastern Australia,
so drought resilience is critical to sustainable
development in Western Australia.
Improving soil health and increasing drought
resilience will result in improved productivity
and profitability of rural communities and greater
wellbeing of regional WA.
Critical issues addressed would include:
• Developing healthier soils
• Mitigating climate change
• Increasing water availability

productivity &
profitability

Natural Resource Management (NRM) is the sustainable management of Australia’s natural resources (our land, water, marine and biological systems)
NRM is vital to ensure our ongoing social, economic and environmental wellbeing

