Canna Reserve 2019

Information pack
14-15 September

This project is supported by the NACC NRM and the Shire of Morawa
through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare
Program.

Cover photo: Malleefowl mound located in Canna Reserve
This information pack was modified from Wheatbelt NRM's Tarin Rock Information Package
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INTRODUCTION
NACC NRM and the Shire of Morawa are hosting the 2019 Canna Reserve BioBlitz.
The Canna Reserve BioBlitz is a community project aimed at bringing together professional and
amateur ecologists - and those interested in learning more about their natural environment. It is a
great way to engage the community in their local environment and increase their knowledge and
awareness of what is in their own backyard.
Professional biologists and capable amateurs from the local area, Perth and throughout the
Southwest – will lend their expertise to the finding and identifying of taxa within their respective
field.
It will also infuse modern scientific knowledge with local Traditional Ecological Knowledge that
Aboriginal people have in supporting the region’s natural assets.
There will be lots to learn at the 2019 Canna Reserve BioBlitz. Participants will have the
opportunity to help put-out and monitor motion sensor cameras, echo-location devices, pit-fall
traps, cage traps, sand pad traps and more.

Team Leaders will be encouraged to bring along their own collecting and survey gear to assist in
the surveys, but if you are a volunteer and have any flora/fauna books, binoculars etc..., make
sure you pack them!
We are expecting a small army of people who will be organised into smaller survey teams (based
on their interest and expertise) to go out and collect data over the 24-hour BioBlitz session. This
data will then be bought into a central 'BioBlitz HQ' where it will be further analysed before being
incorporated into a final BioBlitz Report for the landholders and other interested parties. All
participants’ time, photography (if provided) and effort will be acknowledged in the Report.

The SITE
For those of you who don’t know, or have never
heard of Canna Reserve, the BioBlitz site is
approximately:
400 km northeast of Perth (4 hours)
160 km east of Geraldton (1 hour 40 minutes)
40 km north west of Morawa (25 minutes)
Canna Reserve is vested with the Shire of Morawa. Canna residents Paul and Sue Offszanka are
the caretakers of the area and have a wealth of knowledge about the flora and fauna in the reserve.
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BIOBLITZ HEADQUARTERS - Canna townsite
This is where the BioBlitz will be officially opened, as well as being the campsite, wash area and First
Aid Post. There is ample parking at the BioBlitz Headquarters, as well as space for campervans,
caravans, tents and swags (for those of you who are brave enough!). The site also has shared shower
and toilet facilities.
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THE BIOBLITZ
Over the course of 24 hours, spread over two days on 14 and 15 September, specific teams will
conduct targeted, rapid, and detailed field inventories in areas likely to support high quality plant
and animal populations, exemplary natural communities, and their associated ecological
processes. We will focus on specific areas within the sites that have been prioritized for field work
through map and aerial photograph landscape analysis.
We are counting on all participants to help collect field data for the BioBlitz Report, including
species lists, site descriptions, and natural resource data. We will provide field data forms and
protocols, but we will also be relying on your expertise to help us in this regard.
There will be quite a lot of walking around forested areas and other patches of bush involved in
the activities, although not over large distances, the longest walk being about two or three
kilometres. Most of the field activities will be in small groups and will involve periods of observing,
listening, collecting and recording.

GOALS AND PURPOSE OF THE BIOBLITZ:
- To gain an insight into the biodiversity values of Canna Reserve;
- To help the community become more aware of the biodiversity values of the area, and why and
how they can enhance and protect this local environmental asset;
- To infuse modern scientific knowledge with local Traditional Ecological Knowledge that
Aboriginal people have in supporting the region’s natural assets; and
- To provide an exciting outdoor event, filled with fun and learning for families and friends with an
interest in biodiversity education and their environment.
COLLECTING LICENSES
The focus of the BioBlitz is on identification, NOT collection. Participants are asked to not collect
specimens and identify in situ. The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), who
manage all flora and fauna collecting activities in Western Australia, have licensed key personnel to collect
specimens. You are not permitted to collect specimens for your own use without first having obtained the
appropriate licence from DBCA. None of the material collected by authorised personnel will be used for
commercial purposes.
ACCOMMODATION
There are a number of accommodation options available for participants, including:
- The designated BioBlitz headquarters and campsite at the Canna town site off Canna N.E Road. Tents,
camper trailers, caravans and swags are allowed. If rain is forecast for the weekend undercover areas will
be provided
- There are accommodation options available within the Shire of Morawa
https://www.morawa.wa.gov.au/accommodation.aspx Morawa townsite is 25 minutes from HQ
- Staying with locals: If you have friends or family in the area, feel free to spend the night with them.
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THE PROGRAM
Saturday 14 September 2019
10.30 am Registration opens at BioBlitz HQ
11.30 am BioBlitz Welcome and Briefing
12.00 pm Lunch (provided)
1.00 pm BioBlitz surveys begin
5.30 pm Teams return to BioBlitz HQ
6:00 pm Evening roundup BioBlitz HQ
6.30 pm Dinner (provided)
8:00 pm Evening Activities (including night
stalk, bonfire, and more)

Sunday 15 September 2019
6.00 am Dawn bird walk
7.00 am Breakfast (provided)
8:00 am Surveys resume
12:00 pm Surveys end
12:15 pm BioBlitz wrap-up
12.30 pm Head for home

WHAT TO BRING
BioBlitz participants are responsible for bringing all of their own equipment. Make sure it contains
- Enough fuel for the trip if you are driving (Please note nearest fuel available is in Morawa 40 km
away)
- Tent/caravan/camper trailer and appropriate camping equipment for cold conditions
(temperatures can be near freezing at night)
- 10 litres of water per person. Some potable water will be available at the Headquarters;
- An Esky and your own food for the following meals: Saturday: Afternoon tea, Sunday: morning
tea, lunch and any snacks. There is no fridge space at the Headquarters.
- Cutlery and an indestructible mug, plate and bowl, and a thermos flask
- Camping cooking equipment (if you plan to cook your own)
- Camp chair;
- Field clothing (long sleeved shirt, trousers, hat);
- Comfortable worn in walking boots or shoes;
- Sunglasses and Sunscreen lotion;
- Plastic rubbish bags;
- Raincoat;
- Field journal/notebook;
- Any personal medical requirements you need;
- Clipboard;
- First aid kit;
- Pens, pencils;
- Whistle (for field safety);
- Mobile phone & car phone charger;
- Reliant mosquito repellent;
- Hand sanitizer; and
- Water bottle;
- Toilet paper and trowel
- Camera and batteries;
- GPS or Compass;
- Binoculars;
- Torch and spare batteries, a head torch is great for spotlighting;
- Small day pack to carry your gear when walking;
- Flora and fauna ID books (well labelled - in a storage box).
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SAFETY & DUTY OF CARE
Although this is largely a 'transport and provide for yourself' activity, you will be led by capable
and experienced leaders. Your safety is of concern to everyone else, and it is expected that
everyone will act in a safe and responsible manner and look out for your fellow participants. Take
special care of the bush - remember we're there to enjoy the natural environment. It is there for
everyone’s benefit and ultimate enjoyment. Wherever possible "take only photographs, leave
only footprints."
As a basic rule, DON’T GO ANYWHERE WITHOUT TELLING SOMEONE!
• While travelling, maintain contact with your travelling group and look out for each other;
• In the bushland, adopt a partner or buddy, or stay in your team, and make sure they know
where you are at all times;
• Stay together as a group and make sure you are not out of sight,
• Ideally you will have used the ablutions prior to setting out into the bush… However, if the
situation arises… for your safety and to prevent false alarms you should tell your buddy or
someone in the group where you're going.
MEDICAL PROBLEMS
If you have any condition that you think the organizers should know about, please indicate it on
your registration sheet and personally advise the First Aid Coordinator at BioBlitz Headquarters.
Sunburn, insect bites and blisters from walking are the most likely medical problems that may
arise and you should guard against them. Loose-fitting close-weave long sleeved shirts, a broadbrimmed hat, sunglasses and sunscreen lotion (including lip balm) are recommended and good
comfortable shoes/boots for walking. You will need to take plenty of fluids - so don’t forget a
water bottle. A first aid kit will be available. Please advise a team leader of any medical problems
that arise.
FIELD LOGISTICS AND COMMUNICATIONS
Although there will be a small library of field identification books, etc. at the BioBlitz
Headquarters, it would be greatly appreciated if you could bring along some of your own
identification resources (bird books etc). Those group leaders whose expertise requires specific
equipment (nets, traps, gloves, secateurs, microscopes etc.) are asked to please bring these with
you. Please be aware that Mobile Phone coverage can be unreliable over the area.
TOILET ARRANGEMENTS
There will be toilets at BioBlitz Headquarters. If you 'need to go' in the bush, it is essential that it
is done appropriately - at least 100 metres away from the activity areas - and that waste must be
buried as deeply as possible. Make sure you bring a shovel or trowel and toilet paper. Ensure
you have some means of washing your hands if you need to in the bush. The issue of waste
management is important and we will need to ensure that hygiene and environmental issues are
well managed.
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COOKING AND CAMP ETIQUETTE
Please note the kitchen at HQ will not be available, so please bring your own cooking equipment
if needed. Be prepared to take all rubbish back home with you so please minimise any food that
has the potential to smell or have adequate sealable bags for disposal. We need to leave the
area looking as though we weren’t there and respect the logs and branches which are habitat for
the multitude of species in the area.
CATERING
Tea, coffee, sugar, milk and hot water will be available at the BioBlitz Headquarters throughout
the whole event. We will also provide the following meals:
Saturday night: Meat and vegetarian options, with dessert
Sunday: BBQ breakfast and lunch rolls
Please provide your own snacks, morning/afternoon tea, drinks and anything else you require.
You are welcome to BYO alcohol.
Please be aware that the closest shop is in Morawa 40 kms away and it has limited supplies, so
bring what you need with you.
TRANSPORT
You will need to fund your own transport to the BioBlitz and as far as possible we will car pool
between sites during the event.
INSURANCE
As a BioBlitz participant you will be considered a Northern Agricultural Catchments Council
Volunteer and will be covered by Northern Agricultural Catchments Council’s public liability and
personal accident insurance policy. This is for the period during which participants are actually
involved in the BioBlitz but does not cover travel to and from the site. Please fill in a Volunteer
Registration Form as soon as you arrive at BioBlitz HQ. If you are not registered, you are NOT
covered by Northern Agricultural Catchments Council’s public liability and personal accident
insurance!

CONTACT INFORMATION
For more information, please contact NACC's Bushcare Officer.
- Jarna Kendle on jarna.kendle@nacc.com.au or 0448 984 899

This project is supported by the Northern Agricultural Catchments
Council, through funding from the Australian Government’s National
Landcare Program
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