
Coastal
Saltmarsh

A THREATENED ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITY

AN UNDERAPPRECIATED
ECOSYSTEM ...
Subtropical & Temperate Coastal
Saltmarsh is listed as a threatened
ecological community (TEC)
across Australia.
It is characterised by a dense
understory of samphires and sedges,
with a few scattered she-oak trees.
Coastal saltmarsh occurs around
estuaries and saltwater lagoons that
have connection with the sea. 

Avoid stepping on saltmarsh plants:
heed signs and keep to designated
paths. 
Prevent the spread of weeds: clean
your muddy boots that can spread
weed seeds to new locations,  don’t
dump garden waste. 
Take it home: take all your rubbish
home with you, especially fishing line
and plastic bags. 
Leave the shovel at home: don’t open
the estuary bar just for kicks, let it
drain and fill naturally
Appreciate our wilderness: there is
less all the time, learn to love what we
still have. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

THREATS TO SALTMARSH
Direct impacts: driving or walking
over vegetation kills saltmarsh plants
and prevents regrowth.
Weeds: invasive weeds like couch
and spiny rush take over and reduce
diversity and ecosystem health.
Litter: rubbish from land and sea
contaminates saltmarsh inhabitants
reducing their health.
Altered hydrology: earthworks,
including artificially opening the bar,
disrupt natural water flows leading 

     to habitat loss.
Development: filling in saltmarsh for
housing means there is even less of
this threatened plant community.

Beaded Samphire, a distinctive coastal saltmarsh plant.
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Dense saltmarsh vegetation
efficiently captures carbon dioxide,
sunlight and nutrients to produce
food for lots of microorganisms. 

Abundant microorganisms support a
highly productive food chain that

includes fish, bird and insect species, in
particular migratory waders and ospreys 

Dense root systems
bind the soil so that it
resists erosion from

estuary flooding and
run-off from the land. 

Saltmarsh systems
have provided

abundant food and
building materials for

Aboriginal people,
and are frequently

sites of high cultural
significance. 

Saltmarsh plants filter sediment
and pollutants from run off,
keeping the estuary clean 
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