NACC NOTES
January 4 2010
 

A very happy new year to all our NACC members and friends…
 

This NACC Notes reviews the year that was, introduces the year coming, overviews the region and NACC’s achievements and there’s notices about events and other interesting stuff.
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REVIEWING THE YEAR THAT WAS...
 

NACC has had a turbulent year with new arrangements with the National and State Governments for funding and managing natural resources in the Northern Agricultural Region.  Our future direction is clear now, even though there are many other opportunities that we’d like to be involved in that, at this stage, will have to wait.
 

Maintaining the productivity of the soils of the region is a priority for NACC and over the past four years, NACC has worked side by side with the community across the NAR has delivered some outstanding results.  
 

There are around 2,500 land managers in the region (properties over 100ha) which cover 70 per cent of the 7.5 million hectares of the NAR.  (The other 30 per cent of the land is reserve and managed largely by State government.)
 

NACC has worked with more than 1000 of you to improve productivity and protect the land.  The programs have included protecting remnant bushland, trying new and more sustainable farming methods, planting perennials, protecting waterways and wetlands, removing weeds and feral animals and assessing the condition of the region through mapping stands of vegetation, counting animals and measuring carbon soil content.  The hugely successful TIP (Targeted Investment Program) and CDI (Catchment Demonstration Initiative) projects wound up this week and the results will be disseminated next year.  
 
NACC Measures of Success
 

· More than 3500 people on the regular distribution list
· More than 700 members (eligible to vote in annual elections)
· 300 events, fields days, seminars, training courses in last four years
· More than 1000 farms visited by NACC staff 
· More than 1.5 million oil mallees planted & around 1 million broom brush planted
· More than 9000ha of native vegetation fenced off
· More than 2000 ha of perennial pastures planted
· Thousands of hectares of saline land fenced, protected, revegetated
· Several new species of flowers identified
· More than 40km of vulnerable stream bank protected 
· Around 20,000 ha of land treated with surface drainage
· Close to 10,000 ha protected by engineering works and exclusion fencing
· More than 70,000 ha weed control – spiny rush, Patterson’s curse and other
· Fish monitored on Abrolhos Islands for 4 years 
· Several species of flora and fauna relocated 
· Hundreds of seed specimens collected and stored
· Thousands of soil carbon samples taken, measured and stored
· Rabbits, foxes and other feral animals controlled over more than 50,000 hectares
NACC’s key field staff have travelled a combined 200,000km this year to farms around the region.
 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
 

From 2010 things will be a bit different: much of the work NACC has been doing cannot be continued because of funding constraints and the state government has put its funding directly into its own agencies to spend in the reserve areas.  There is now minimal state NRM monies going into helping private land managers, which is a great pity.  
 

Similarly the Australian Government has chosen to go down a path of having ‘targets’ for which they allocate funding.  In our region these targets are: wind erosion; rabbit suppression in areas of high biodiversity; weed control of weeds of national significance (bone seed, bridal creeper, tamarisk, lantana and mesquite), indigenous community engagement and coastal community engagement.
 

It is unfortunate that neither the State nor Australian Government have referred to the regional NRM plans in their decision making, however we at NACC are determined to try to find ways of delivering on the priorities that you, our community, have determined.  But please, be patient, it will take time...
 

The good news is that even though NACC has had to restructure its organisation to fit in with the Australian Government’s new direction, we’ve done it and incentives are already hitting the ground.
 

This year NACC played host to the State NRM Conference in Geraldton.  ‘Changing Environments: New Challenges for the Living Country’ was hugely successful and attracted around 450 to four days of events.  The Discovery Day tours into the NAR region highlighted the efforts being made in NRM on the ground, as well as the region’s natural diversity and uniqueness.
 

This year also saw the launch of a new website for NACC which now houses a huge amount of information.  It can be found at www.nacc.com.au.
 

A region-wide survey into community attitudes to NRM and the environment was undertaken.  Many of you took the time to participate and the collated results are now up on the website – and you responses are also keeping quite a few researchers busy.
 

My personal thanks to everyone who has contributed to NACC Notes by sending information or just simply letting us know you like to receive it!  It makes the work worth it.  And, you've probably noticed our new look NACC Notes.  We're working on better ways of communicating with our members and associates - so, watch this space.  
 

 Regional Snapshot of the Northern Agricultural Region (NAR)
·         Runs from just north of Perth (Gingin) to Kalbarri
·         70% developed for agriculture
·         7.5million hectares 
·         100,000 people
·         Regional centre, Geraldton - population 35,000
·         16 local government authorities
·         3,500 farms over 50ha
·         2,500 landowners (farmers) 
·         Less than 1% last stand vegetation left (13,000ha)
·         Less than 3% primary vegetation assets (1&2) remaining (30,000ha)
·         47% remnant vegetation on private property 
·         650km of coastline 
·         $1billion agricultural produce annually
 
Regional Environmental Identifiers
·         Part of South West Bioregion Hotspot (one of 34 identified globally)
·         The South west Bio-area contains 5710 described plant species and 573 animal species – many of which are found north of Perth in the NAR.
·         Includes Geraldton to Shark Bay Sandplain biodiversity Hotspot
·         Home to many critically endangered and threatened flora and fauna
·         The sub-bioregion of the Geraldton Sandplain alone has 25 plant species that have been declared critically endangered; 23 endangered and 17 vulnerable 
·         More than 40 per cent of the original mammal fauna is now regionally extinct.  
·         Climate and weather is altering rapidly. Two “climatic shifts” recorded in the past 30 years.
·         Climate change potential for region at current figures: 20 per cent less rainfall 
·         Potential for loss of land areas for current usage is extreme
·         The sub-bioregion of the Geraldton Sandplain alone has 25 plant species that have been declared critically 

The People of the Region
 

75% of residents say they have a strong sense of community
70% of NAR residents know about NACC
82% of NAR farmers recognise NACC’s work
65% believe climate change in anthropogenic (beyond the normal cycle of drought)
68% say conflicting information makes them doubt whether climate change is real
70% don’t know how carbon trading works
81% concerned about loss of biodiversity
57% say climate change is directly impacting on them
 

(Source:  2008 Community, Environment and Sustainability Survey conducted by Dr Peter Howard across the Northern Agricultural Region).
 
What you said…
 

Excerpt from the Community Survey “Attitudes - natural resources use, biodiversity, climate change, community and the environment” undertaken by NACC (the complete report can be found on the NACC website)
Participants were asked to indicate whether they agreed, disagreed or held no opinion on range of statements relating to management of natural resources, climate change, community and the environment. Selected results are results are set out in Table 4.
Economy and development
Participants generally agreed (43.1%) or were undecided (31.5%) on whether a healthy environment was more important than a strong economy. Close to two thirds (62.7%) felt overdevelopment was a threat to coastal WA. One third (33.1%) agreed that WA’s environment was well managed with a further quarter neutral or undecided (27.9%). However just under two thirds (61.1%) felt “conservationists” were unaware of the importance of the economy. 
Opinion was divided on whether better management of coastal zones would be of personal benefit (disagree = 30.1%, undecided = 35.4% and agree = 34.5%). On the other hand, the vast majority (79.1%) felt better management of agricultural lands would benefit their community. More than three quarters (75.5%) agreed business, farmers and developers needed to do more to protect the environment, while roughly the same proportion of participants (73.4%) felt governments must also do more.  
Environment and biodiversity
A clear majority of participants (81.2%) indicated they were concerned with the loss of biodiversity. Close to half of respondents (46.0%) did not favour a complete halt to land clearing while a further (16.8%) remained undecided. In spite of this three quarters (76.4%) wanted to see more native vegetation in the region. However the majority (54.8%) felt farmers should be allowed to clear land belonging to them.
In the previous section strong support was indicated for governments, businesses farmers, developers being proactive in better environmental management.  On a personal level, more than two-thirds (67.7%) attempted to reduce their impact on the environment. Only a quarter (25.3%) of respondents indicated they made no attempt to use their motor cars less and close to three-quarters (71.3%) agreed they were conscious of the power they used in the home.
The vast majority (84.0%) took actions to leave the environment in better condition than it is at present. 
Community involvement
Most participants (75.4%) agreed there was a strong sense of community where they lived and the majority (60.8%) felt they were very involved in their community. More than half (56.6%) wanted to be more involved in their community but were too busy.  
Climate change 
Two thirds of participants (64.7%) believed human activities were responsible for climate change and this change was beyond the normal cycle of naturally occurring droughts (53.6%). Most (70.0%) agreed the consequences of climate change would be serious for the region and most (60.0%) indicated climate change to be a real problem. However, for many (68.4%) conflicting information regarding climate change made it made it hard to know whether it was happening or not. 
Climate change was seen as directly impacting on the majority (57.3%) of participants. Although participants were largely undecided (39.0%) as to whether adapting to climate change would generate business opportunities in the region. 
Less than one-third (29.6%) of participants indicated they understood how carbon trading schemes work.
Summary
In general the community is switched on with regard to issues associated with climate change though less sure about the opportunities adapting to climate change will bring to the region. Resolving community confusion over how carbon trading schemes work may go some way to opening the region to greater business opportunities.
There was recognition a healthy environment was valued over a strong economy. 
Most participants were connected with their community and sought to protect and improve their environment, this included, vegetation, wildlife, the coastline and agricultural lands. Participants wanted businesses, farmers, developers and governments to be more active in preserving the environment. More importantly, many participants undertook actions they believed would leave the environment in better shape than they found it. 
The message was clear, people were prepared to make changes in their lives to benefit the landscapes and they expected that others, including their governments to do the same.
There was fair recognition for the terms “biodiversity” and “sustainability”. However, these results serve as a reminder to organisations working with the community and others that sometimes important parts of their programs can be misunderstood. 
This study indicates NACC’s presence and role in the community is becoming well established. NACC management and its sponsors can be assured there is strong community support for its current programs as well as scope and demand for those programs to be expanded.  
 

NOTICES 
 
 
THE NEW LOOK NACC -  PROJECTS for 2010
 
From January 1 NACC is delivering projects which meet targets set by the Australian Government through its Caring for our Country program. See the NACC website for more information on the projects across the NAR. www.nacc.com.au
 
DETAILS of NACC PROJECTS ONLINE
 
Details of all the NACC’s programs and projects over the last few years are now up on the NACC website.  www.nacc.com.au
 
LANDCARE WORKSHOP NOTES NOW UP ON WEBSITE
 

NACC’s landcare facilitator Stanley Yokwe held a workshop recently in which landcare projects around the region were discussed.  The results are now on the NACC website.
 
NEW STATE BODY FORMED WITH THE NRM REGIONAL LEADERS GROUP 
 

The six NRM regional groups across WA has come together to form a stronger alliance, with the new name of the NRM Regional Leaders Group (WA).
 
This is a great initiative which hopefully will lead to the development of a combined and strong voice for NRM across the State.  The NRM Regional Leaders group plans to offer a forum for productive collaboration between the six groups to share knowledge and discussion national initiatives, state issues and approaches that can improve regional outcomes.
  
GERALDTON WATER WORKSHOP
Towards a Water Sensitive City - Geraldton-Greenough’s Water Planning and Management Strategy
Visioning Workshop.   Wednesday 20 January 2010. 10am – 1pm
The City of Geraldton-Greenough is working in partnership with Department of Water and Water Corporation to create a vision and strategy for Geraldton to become a 'water-sensitive city'.
Water shortages and changes in rainfall patterns are something all Australians are conscious of, and a major political, economic and environmental issue.
This planning process will place Geraldton at the leading edge of thinking and action in response to these challenges, and this is your opportunity to make a contribution.
Venue: Queen Elizabeth II Centre, cnr Maitland Rd & Durlacher St, Geraldton
RSVP: kiml@cgg.wa.gov.au by 12pm 8th January 2010.
Objectives of the workshop are:
· Inspire and engage the key stakeholders in the City in building a vision for a Water Sensitive City, as part of a Sustainable Future City 
· Identify the attitudes and shared values of stakeholders regarding water in the context of a Water Sensitive City Determine stakeholder perceptions regarding the water vision for City of Geraldton-Greenough and how it is to be achieved 
· Bring together a diverse range of stakeholders (business, government, community, non-government organisations) around one key area in which we must take rapid steps towards sustainability 
 
GERALDTON COMMUNITY NURSERY 
By Community Nursery Coordinator, Irene Ghannage
 

The Community Nursery is up and running again for the season.  We have erected the shade cloth with help from Dave Morgan and his Work for the dole team provided by Skill Hire. Dave is also currently constructing an extra wash basin for our pot scrubbing needs.  Many thanks to Dave and his team, they have been a much needed and appreciated help.
 Thank you to the volunteers currently involved, ACE - Active Community Environmentalists and the previous volunteers who have been the backbone of the nursery.
 I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Brett Brennan, Parks Supervisor for the City of Geraldton Greenough for managing the City's contribution to the nursery and Nadi Scheiblehner, Environmental Sustainability Officer for recognising the value of the community nursery in Geraldton and actively ensuring its future.
The nursery will be open to volunteers on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.  All are welcome and all assistance is highly appreciated.  If you would like to be involved please contact Irene Ghannage on 0447 941 048 or email cnc@nacc.com.au.  
 
BIODIVERSITY REVIEW ANNOUNCED
 
2010 is “International Year of Biodiversity” –  Just in time for the “Independent Review of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act” to be  released.  A copy of the Hawke report can be downloaded from the review website: www.environment.gov.au/epbc/review/index.html 

NATIONAL CARBON OFFSET STANDARD COMING IN NEXT YEAR 
The National Carbon Offset Standard provides Australian businesses, particularly farmers, with the opportunity to develop offset credits for voluntary carbon markets. These opportunities include offsets from increased soil carbon."  See www.climatechange.gov.au/government/initiatives/carbon-offset.aspx

 COMMUNITY NRM  GRANTS CLOSE END OF JANUARY 
The State Government has allocated $5 million for a community grants component of the State NRM Program. Eligible non-government groups can apply for grants of between $5,000 and $250,000 to take action to help protect and conserve priority assets in Western Australia.
Eligible groups include regional, sub-regional, catchment and community groups; and industry groups and local governments. Groups must be Incorporated or be able to use an Incorporated Association or equivalent for all financial management. Government Agencies and individuals are ineligible.
Eligible projects must address at least one of the Government’s NRM priorities of biodiversity, biosecurity, water quality, NRM Interaction with planning; climate change adaptation or community engagement. 
Applications must be received by 5pm Friday 29 January 2010. For further information contact Barbara Morrell by phone on 08 9368 3177 or by email barbara.morrell@agric.wa.gov.au
 STATE GOVERNMENT RELEASES NEW ON FARM COSTS TOOL
Agriculture and Food Minister Terry Redman has said new online tools to help farmers cut the costs of their inputs will soon be available.
 

State Government investment in the new tools, including a program to calculate potential yields based on growing season rainfall, followed the release of the Farm Inputs Taskforce report.
 

The report which investigated rising farm expenses and outlined 32 wide-ranging recommendations surrounding the use and cost of key inputs.
 

“The work undertaken by the taskforce highlights the need for farmers to control costs in order to make a profit. As part of that, the Department of Agriculture and Food has renewed its focus on helping farmers make the best use of their inputs to improve their productivity,” Mr Redman said. 
 

“By mid-2010, farmers will have access to a web-based program for wheat, helping them get the most from their crop by identifying factors that are limiting their production.
 

“This online tool will be available on the department’s website and allow farmers, consultants and agribusiness to gain a better understanding of the relationship between annual yields and rainfall. This is vital to making good decisions early in the cropping season.
 

“A potassium calculator for crops and pastures is also expected to be made available by the end of 2010, for use by fertiliser and agribusiness companies. This will advise farmers on the most effective use of potassium on their farm, which in turn will reduce costs. 
 

Get the report from http://www.agric.wa.gov.au or by calling 9368 3156. 
 
Jackie Gill
NACC Communications 
NACC - the peak body for the environment, sustainability, natural resource management and climate change adaptation in the Northern Agricultural Region
08 9964 9774
0409 886 982
 

